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Republic of India and Pakistan and helps to attain some meaning-
ful understanding of the problems and tasks they face in the
future. 77
77 It is illuminating to note here the brilliant remarks made by R.H. Tawney
in 1938 in connection with a not altogether dissimilar context in China. He
wrote: "The improvement of agricultural methods is, no doubt, indispensable;
but it is idle to preach that doctrine to cultivators so impoverished by the exactions
of parasitic interests that they do not possess the resources needed to apply it.
In the Europe of the nineteenth century, the reconstruction of the legal fabric
of the land system preceded the modernization both of productive technique
and the business side of farming ; nor, in the absence of the former, would the
two last have been possible. China, it may be prophesied, will find it necessary
to follow the same sequence of stages. Land-tenure will require to be reformed
and the stranglehold of the usurer and middlemen to be broken before much
can be expected in the way of technical progress....To carry through such a
policy will demand, not only knowledge, tyit a stout heart and a firm hand ;
but it would open the door to a new era of Chinese history."
To this, he added his now prophetic warning : "A government which permits
the exploitation of the mass of its fellow-citizens on the scale depicted in the
pages which follow may make a brave show, but it is digging its own grave,
A government which grapples boldly with the land-question will have little to
fear either from foreign imperialism or from domestic disorder. It will have as
its a% the confidence and good will of half-a-million villages." Institute of
Pacific Illations, Agrarian China, (Chicago, 1938), p. xviii.

